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3rd Floor, 94 Hope Street, Glasgow, G2 6PH 
tel: 0141 353 0440  

 

 
First Minister 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew's House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh 
EH1 3DG 
 

22nd August 2023  
  
Dear First Minister,  
  
Programme for Government 2023-24  
  

People in Scotland believe in justice and compassion. Ahead of the publication of the 
Scottish Government’s new policy prospectus in September, we have come together 
to urge you to put action aimed at ending the injustice of poverty at the heart of 
Scotland’s Programme for Government.   
 

Too many people across Scotland, including 250,000 children, are having their life 
chances restricted by preventable poverty. Covid-19 and the ongoing cost of living 
crisis have contributed to a rising tide of poverty as people struggle to access 
adequate incomes that would enable them to live a dignified life.  
 

There continues to be an increased risk of poverty for women, particularly single 
mothers, unpaid carers, disabled people, and Black and minority ethnic people. 
Evidence shows that the rising costs crisis is having a disproportionate impact on 
people in these groups. Our responses to poverty must, therefore, embed equalities 
considerations to ensure we do not leave anyone behind, and that we build a more 
equal Scotland for everyone.   
 

All of our organisations strongly welcome the development of key strategies designed 
to tackle poverty and inequality in Scotland, alongside the introduction of statutory 
child poverty targets. While this leadership is extremely important, and Scottish 
Government actions are forecast to lead to a fall in child poverty, this has not yet led 
to a meaningful reduction in overall poverty rates in Scotland. The latest scrutiny 
report from the Poverty and Inequality Commission concluded that, without urgent 
and concentrated action, the Scottish Government will miss the 2030 child poverty 
targets.   
  

On your election to First Minister, you stated that the defining mission of your 
leadership should be to reduce, if not eradicate, the injustice of poverty. We share 
your belief in the need to use Scotland’s powers to loosen the grip of poverty on 
people’s lives. This belief and commitment must be embedded into the forthcoming 
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Programme for Government with tangible actions and clear timescales for 
implementation. We know that people living in poverty cannot wait, and the time for 
action is now.   
 

We believe that the policy asks developed ahead of Challenge Poverty Week 2023 
offer a strong platform for tackling the injustice of poverty. We urge the Scottish 
Government to embed these priorities into the Programme for Government with 
action to:  
  

• Ensure that everyone has access to an adequate income by 
delivering a Minimum Income Guarantee: with initial steps such as 
expanding the funded childcare entitlement; increasing the Scottish Child 
Payment; accelerating the review of the adequacy of disability assistance; 
and ensure that the guarantee is not undermined by public sector debt 
recovery.  
• Ensure that everyone has access to a safe, secure and sustainable 
home that meets their needs: including action to adequately fund the 
delivery of new social homes; introduce a homelessness prevention duty; 
and provide support for energy efficiency measures.  
• Improve the affordability and accessibility of public transport: 
including action to expand concessionary travel to under 25s, people in 
receipt of low-income and disability benefits, unpaid carers, and asylum 
seekers.  
• Ensure people have dignified access to good quality, healthy and 
sustainable food: by boosting the value and administrative 
responsiveness of the Scottish Welfare Fund, ensuring everyone in 
Scotland has enough money to afford the essentials while supporting 
wellbeing through community food approaches.  
• Introduce fair and sustainable funding of three years or more for 
the third sector.  
 

Working together to realise these policy asks will help to ensure that poverty is a 
thing of the past, providing a lifeline to families who are struggling to stay afloat. We 
urge you to seize the opportunity to put action to tackle poverty at the heart of the 
forthcoming Programme for Government.  
  
Kind regards,   
  
David Reilly, Acting Director, The Poverty Alliance  
 
Aditi Jehangir, National Secretary, Living Rent  
 
Adrian Sinfield, Member, Scottish Campaign on Rights to Social Security  
 
Agnes Tolmie, Chair, The Scottish Women’s Convention  
 
Agnieszka Morrison, Policy Development Officer, Feniks. Counselling, Personal 
Development and Support Services  
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Ailsa MacKenzie, Chief Officer, The Pyramid at Anderston  
 
Alison Roxburgh, General Manager, Edinburgh North East Foodbank  
 
Alison Watson, Director, Shelter Scotland  
 
Andy Gilbert, Project Co-ordinator, Easthall Residents Association  
 
Andy Peline, Chief Executive Officer, Greater Pollok Community Development Trust  
 
Angela Moohan, CEO, The Larder  
 
Angus Hardie, Director, Scottish Community Alliance  

 
Ann McCacken, CEO, Skills Exchange SCIO   
 
Ann Monaghan, Coordinator, Leith Food Pantry  

 

Anna Ritchie Allan, Executive Director, Close the Gap  

 

Annie McCormack, Chair, Broke Not Broken  

 

Becky Duff, Director for Scotland, Carers Trust Scotland  

 

Bethany Biggar, Director, Edinburgh Food Project  
 

Biddy Kelly, Managing Director, Fresh Start  
 

Brenda Black, Chief Executive Officer, Edinburgh Community Food  

 

Carmen Martinez, Coordinator, Scottish Women’s Budget Group   
 

Carolyn Currie, Chief Executive, Women’s Enterprise Scotland  

 

Carolyn MacPhee, Development Manager, TSI Western Isles (Harris partner), Harris 
Voluntary Centre  

 

Catherine Murphy, Executive Director, Engender   
 

Celia Tennant, Chief Executive, Inspiring Scotland  

 

Chris Birt, Associate Director for Scotland, Joseph Rowntree Foundation  

 

Chris Tulloch, Secretary, Ferguslie Community Council  
 

Christine Schaffer, Chair, Musselburgh Pantry  

 

Clair Coyle, Charity Manager, West Dunbartonshire Community Foodshare  
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Clair Nichols, Chief Officer, Youth Highland   
 

Claire Telfer, Head of Scotland, Save the Children  

 

Colin Clement, Chairperson, Stobswell Forum SCIO  

 

Craig Samuel, Scotland Representative, National Association of Welfare Advisers  

 

Dale Todd, Managing Director, Courtyard Pantry Enterprise  

 

Danny Collins, National President, SSVP Scotland  

 

David Bookbinder, Director, Glasgow and West of Scotland Forum of Housing 
Associations  

 

Dr Ann Murray, CEO, Volunteer Centre Western Isles  

 

Dr Jim Elder-Woodward, Convenor, Inclusion Scotland  

 

Dr Judith Turbyne, CEO, Children in Scotland  

 

Dr Lindsey MacDonald, Chief Executive, Magic Breakfast   
 

Dr Patrycja Kupiec, Head of Edinburgh Trust, Turn2us  

 

Dr Raven Bowen, CEO, National Ugly Mugs  

 

Drew McKinney, Manager, Agape Wellbeing   
 

Ed Archer, Secretary, Friends of Volunteering in Clydesdale and Community 
Councillor in Lanark  

 

Elaine Morrison, Foodbank Manager, East Lothian Foodbank  

 

Ellie Wagstaff, Senior Policy Manager, Marie Curie   
 

Emma Jackson, National Director Scotland, Christians Against Poverty   
 

Euan Leitch, Chief Executive, SURF – Scotland’s Regeneration Forum   
 

Fatima Uygun, CEO, Govanhill Baths Community Trust   
 

Fiona Beal, Project Manager, Berwickshire Association for Voluntary Services  

 

Fiona Rae, Chief Executive, Community Food Initiatives North East  
 

Fiona Steel, Acting Director Scotland, Action for Children  
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Frank Mosson, Bureau Manager, Bridgeton Citizens Advice Bureau  

 

Frazer Scott, Chief Executive Officer, Energy Action Scotland  

 

Glenn Liddall, Chief Executive, People Know How  

 

Heather Bellshaw, Project Co-Ordinator, Tarbert Youth Group  

 

Helen Provan, Centre Director, Lanarkshire Rape Crisis Centre  

 

Helene van der Ploeg, CEO, Grassmarket Community Project   
 

Hugh Foy, Director: Programmes, Xaverians UK Region  

 

Ian Bathgate, Xaverian Missionaries, St. Bartholomew’s  

 

Ian Bruce, Chief Executive, Glasgow Council for the Voluntary Sector  
 

Ify Anyaegbu, Executive Director, FACEYOUTH  

 

Jacqui O’Rourke, Director, Blairtummock Housing Association  

 

James Adams, Director, RNIB Scotland  

 
Jamie Livingstone, Head of Oxfam Scotland, Oxfam  

 

Jamie Morrison, CEO, Signpost International   
 

Jenny Cornfield, Soul Food Edinburgh Lead, Soul Food Edinburgh  
 

Jim McCourt, Manager, Inverclyde Advice and Employment Rights Centre  
 

Jimmy Paul, Director, Wellbeing Economy Alliance Scotland  
 

Jimmy Wilson, CEO, FARE Scotland 
  
Jo Anderson, Executive Director of Influence and Change, Scottish Association for 
Mental Health  
 

John Dickie, Director, Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) in Scotland  
 

John Halliday, CEO, Community Renewal Trust  
 

John Kinnear, National Director, Diabetes Scotland  
 

John McIntyre, Chairperson, Ferguslie Community Development trust  
 

Joy M Gillespie, CEO, Survivors of Human Trafficking in Scotland   
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Julie Podet, Bureau Manager, Dalkeith CAB  
Karen Birch, Chief Officer, Abundant Borders  
 

Karen McCurry, Centre Manager, Multiple Sclerosis Centre, Mid Argyll  
 

Katherine Crawford, Interim Chief Executive, Age Scotland  
 

Kimberley Somerside, Policy and Engagement Lead, Voluntary Health Scotland  
 

Kirsten Adamson, Chief Executive, Circle  
 

Kirsten Horsburgh, CEO, Scottish Drugs Forum  
 

Kristina Piggott, Manager Strategy and Operations, Dundee International Women’s 
Centre  
 
Laura Macleod, Manager, Outer Hebrides Social Economy Partnership  
 
Laura McLaren, Project Manager, Pilton Youth and Children’s Project   
 
Laura Millar, Strategic Manager, Fife Gingerbread  
 
Leila Eddakille, Project Manager, North Glasgow Community Food Initiative  
 
Liane Coia, Operations Manager, Maryhill Integration Network  
 
Lillian Macer, Scottish Secretary, UNISON  
 
Lisa Gallagher and Nikki Slowey, Founders and Co-Directors, Flexibility Works  
 
Liz Nicholson, Chair, Wester Loch Ewe Trust  
 
Lorraine Gilles FRSA, Chief Executive Officer, Scottish Community Safety Network   
 
Louise Hunter, CEO, Who Cares Scotland  
 
Lucy Miller, Senior Policy Officer, Human Rights Consortium  
 
Lynne Scott, Chief Executive Officer, Nourish Support Centre  
 
Mairi McCallum, Project Manager, Moray Food Plus  
 
Mandy Morgan, Operational Management Consultant, The Scottish Pantry Network   
 
Manuela Coletti, Community Programmes Manager, Craigsfarm Community 
Development Project   
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Margaret Caldwell and Ruth MacLennan, Chairperson and CEO respectively, Care 
for Carers   
 
Margaret Simpson MBE MSC FRSA, Director, Scottish Borders Social Enterprise 
Chamber CIC; Chair and Executive Officer, Disabled Persons Housing Services 
Borders; Chair and Executive Officer, Ability Borders SCIO  
 
Margaret-Ann Brünjes - Chief Executive, Homeless Network Scotland  
 
Margo Uprichard, Chief Executive Officer, The Louise Project  
 
Maria Donovan MBE, Chairperson, Voice of Experience Forum  
 
Marie Ward, CEO, Cranhill Development Trust  
 
Martin Crewe, Director, Barnardo’s Scotland  
 
Martin Wilkie-McFarlane FCIH, Director, Wellhouse Housing Association  
 
Mary Anne Stewart, Chair, Kintyre Foodbank  
 
Mary Glasgow, Chief Executive, Children 1st   
 
Matt Downie, Chief Executive, Crisis   
 
Michelle Carruthers MBE, Chief Executive, Food Train  
 
Mike Findlay-Agnew, Chief Executive, International Network of Street Papers   
 
Mike Robinson, Chair, Stop Climate Chaos Scotland  
 
Morna Simpkins, Scotland Director, MS Society Scotland  
 
Murray Dawson, Chief Executive, Station House Media Unit  
 
Nazek Ramadan, Director, Migrant Voice  
 
Neil Findlay, Director, UNITY Consulting Scotland  
 
Patrick Krause, Chief Executive, Scottish Crofting Federation   
 
Paul Stuart, Branch Secretary, Unison Housing and Care Scotland Branch  
 
Paul Traynor, Head of External Affairs, Carers Trust Scotland and Scottish Young 
Carers Services Alliance  
 
Pauline Buchan, Strategic Manager, The Cottage Family Centre  
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Pauline Nicol-Bowie, CEO and Founder, LIFT @ Muirhouse Millenium Centre  
 
Pete Ritchie, Director, Nourish Scotland  
Polly Jones, Head of Scotland, Trussell Trust  
 
Professor Nancy Loucks, CEO, Families Outside  
 
Professor Stephen Sinclair, Co-Director, Scottish Poverty and Inequality Research 
Unit  
 
Rachel Green, Director, The Ripple Project  
 
Rebecca Gallacher, Founder and CEO, Little Living Room  
 
Rebecca Wolfenden, Volunteer Programme Coordinator, Gairloch and Loch Ewe 
Action Forum  
 
Rhona Willder, Development Manager, SIAA  
 
Richard Meade, Director, Carers Scotland  
 
Rob McDowall, Chair, Welfare Scotland 
 
Rose Jackson, Chairperson, Scottish Pensioners Forum  
 
Ruth Harvey, Leader, The Iona Community  
 
Sabine Goodwin, Coordinator, Independent Food Aid Network  
 
Sabir Zazai, CEO, Scottish Refugee Council  
 
Sally Thomas, CEO, Scottish Federation of Housing  
 
Sally Ann Kelly OBE, CEO, Aberlour   
 
Sara Redmond, Chief Officer – Development, Health and Social Care Alliance 
Scotland (the ALLIANCE).  
 
Satwat Rehman, Chief Executive, One Parent Families Scotland  
 
Sensei Karl Kaliski, Cloud Water Zen Centre  
 
Sharon McAulay, Chief Executive, STAR Project  
 
Shirley Grieve, Programme Head: Mission Support, Faith Action Programme, The 
Church of Scotland  

 
Shivali Fifield, Chief Officer, Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland   
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Susan Paxton, Director, Scottish Community Development Centre  
 
Teresa Sutherland, Project Executive, CHAI Edinburgh  
 
Terry McTernan, Chairperson, Darkwood Crew – Helping Ferguslie Flourish  
 
Tracey Duffy, Director and Founder, Paul’s Parcels  
 
Traci Kirkland, Head of Charity, Govan Community Project  
 
Tressa Burke, Chief Executive Officer, Glasgow Disability Alliance  
 
Tricia Macfarlane and Diane Wilson, Chief Executive and Head of Operations 
respectively, Impact Funding Partners   
 
Trishna Singh OBE, Director, Sikh Sanjog and Punjabi Junction Social Enterprise 
Project  
 
Victoria Nyanga-Ndiaye, Founding Chief Executive, Project Esperanza   
 
Zoe Holliday, CEO, Community Energy Scotland  
 
Zoe Jordan, Business Administrator, Stepping Stones North Edinburgh  
 


